
Educational Reading #1 

Fellowship – Rotary's Secret to Long-Term Success 

When asked why Rotary has endured for more than 120 years, many members mention service 

projects. But those who have belonged to Rotary for decades often point to something equally 

important: fellowship. 

Friendship was the original reason Rotary was founded. Paul Harris wanted to create a place 

where professionals could build lasting relationships in an increasingly busy city. Those 

friendships soon led to service, and service strengthened the friendships even further. 

This cycle continues today. 

Fellowship is more than enjoying meals together each week. It is the trust that develops when 

people work side by side on meaningful projects. Rotarians celebrate each other's successes, 

support one another during difficult times, mentor younger members, and build relationships that 

often last a lifetime. 

Strong fellowship also makes clubs stronger. Members who feel connected to one another are 

more likely to attend meetings, volunteer for projects, accept leadership positions, and remain 

active in Rotary. 

Rotary encourages fellowship in many ways. Club social events, service projects, district 

conferences, international conventions, and Rotary Fellowships all help members connect with 

people who share similar interests. There are fellowships for activities such as cycling, 

photography, sailing, wine appreciation, aviation, golf, history, bird watching, music, and dozens 

of other interests. 

These friendships frequently cross national boundaries. Rotarians visiting another city or country 

are often welcomed at local clubs as though they were longtime members. This hospitality is one 

of Rotary's defining characteristics. 

Fellowship also creates opportunities for service. A conversation over lunch may inspire a 

scholarship program. A friendship formed at a district conference may lead to an international 

grant. An introduction made at a Rotary convention may result in a partnership that changes 

lives. 

Perhaps most importantly, fellowship reminds us that service should be joyful. Rotary is serious 

about improving the world, but it also believes that laughter, friendship, and shared experiences 

make service more meaningful and sustainable. 

Paul Harris once observed that friendship was not simply a pleasant byproduct of Rotary—it was 

one of its greatest achievements. 



Today, more than a century later, that observation remains true. Projects improve communities, 

but friendships sustain Rotary. 

 


