
Educational Reading #2 

Foundation Recognition – Celebrating Generosity 

The Rotary Foundation depends on the generosity of Rotarians and friends of Rotary. To 

recognize this support, Rotary has developed several recognition programs that celebrate 

philanthropy while encouraging continued giving. 

The best-known recognition is the Paul Harris Fellow, awarded to individuals who contribute—

or have contributions made in their name totaling—$1,000 to the Rotary Foundation. Named 

after Rotary's founder, this recognition symbolizes a commitment to improving lives around the 

world. 

Additional contributions earn Multiple Paul Harris Fellow recognition, with successive levels 

acknowledged by sapphires and rubies worn on the Paul Harris pin. 

Members who contribute $1,000 or more annually to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus Fund, or 

approved Foundation grants become members of the Paul Harris Society. 

Rotary also recognizes those who make larger cumulative contributions. Major Donors have 

contributed $10,000 or more during their lifetime, while members of the Arch Klumph Society 

have made extraordinary gifts beginning at $250,000. 

Individuals who include the Rotary Foundation in their estate plans may become members of the 

Bequest Society, helping ensure that Rotary's humanitarian work continues for future 

generations. 

The Every Rotarian, Every Year initiative encourages all members to participate by making an 

annual contribution to the Foundation, regardless of the amount. Rotary emphasizes that 

widespread participation is just as important as large gifts because it demonstrates a shared 

commitment to the Foundation's mission. 

These recognition programs are not competitions. Rather, they honor generosity while reminding 

members that every contribution—large or small—helps fund scholarships, clean water projects, 

disease prevention, peacebuilding, maternal health, literacy, and economic development. 

Every dollar donated represents hope for someone whose life may be transformed through 

Rotary service. 

 


