
Educational Reading #1 

The Rotary International Convention – A Celebration of Service 

Each year, thousands of Rotarians gather for one of the organization's most inspiring events: the 

Rotary International Convention. 

Unlike a business conference focused primarily on meetings, the Rotary Convention celebrates 

friendship, service, learning, and international understanding. Rotarians from more than 100 

countries come together to exchange ideas, share successful projects, and build lifelong 

friendships. 

The location changes each year, allowing participants to experience different cultures while 

showcasing Rotary's global nature. Past conventions have been held in cities such as Singapore, 

Melbourne, Hamburg, Seoul, Atlanta, Toronto, and Osaka. 

General sessions feature inspiring speakers, humanitarian leaders, Rotary project presentations, 

and updates from Rotary International leadership. Attendees hear stories of lives transformed 

through clean water projects, literacy programs, peacebuilding initiatives, medical missions, and 

PolioPlus. 

The convention also includes the House of Friendship, a large exhibition area where Rotary 

clubs, districts, fellowship groups, and partner organizations display projects, exchange ideas, 

and recruit volunteers. It is often described as one of the most exciting parts of the convention 

because it demonstrates Rotary's incredible diversity. 

Educational breakout sessions allow members to learn about fundraising, membership 

development, youth programs, public image, technology, Foundation grants, and innovative 

service ideas. 

Perhaps the greatest benefit, however, is fellowship. Rotarians meet people from every continent 

who share the same values despite speaking different languages and living in different cultures. 

Many attendees say the convention renews their enthusiasm for Rotary. They return home with 

fresh ideas, new friendships, and renewed motivation to serve. 

Even members who never attend a convention benefit indirectly because their clubs often adopt 

ideas and projects first introduced there. 

The Rotary Convention reminds participants that while each club serves its local community, 

every Rotarian also belongs to a worldwide family dedicated to "Service Above Self." 

 


